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(Pocket-lint) – Grand Theft Auto V has been a long time coming, as fans will be all too aware. The series, often better known as GTA for short, has become synonymous with ambition - developer Rockstar North creates huge worlds filled with memorable characters and epic challenges. But it takes time to achieve, with GTA V arriving more than five years
ago the fourth title in the series. It also lands at a strange time: released on PS3, Xbox 360, just months before the gaming world is set to move on to the next generation PS4 and Xbox One consoles. GTA V takes the series back to the Southern California-inspired state of San Andreas, complete with the big city of Los Santos, which is modeled on LA. Not
only is it the biggest game in the series in a whole way, it also introduces three main characters in the game, rather than just one. It's certainly huge, but is GTA V as hugely impressive as many people expect? It's the game that's so hyped we've more or less forgotten about the next generation at the moment. The best Grand Theft Auto yet? We've been
playing through the game for as many hours as we've been able to stay awake to find out. Grand Theft Auto V delivers an absolutely breathtaking interpretation of West Coast America, but then again, we've come to expect such things from Rockstar North. The most interesting part of GTA V is its three character setup, as it really adds to the history and
mission within the game. These characters fit the traditional GTA mold, in as much as they are male criminals, but are all very different: Franklin is a young mechanic who wants to make a fortune; Michael is a retired thief living under witness protection; And Trevor is, yes, he's Trevor – a psychotic meth dealer living at a trailer park. Each of the three
characters is thoroughly convincing, thanks to good writing, voice horn and animation. Missions allow you to switch between these characters, adding a level of strategic depth and replayability not previously seen in a GTA game. When this piece dynamic was first announced we weren't fully sold on whether it would work or not, but Rockstar North has
delivered the sauce here and it works a treat. When you're not on a story-based mission, you can also move between the three characters and witness what each of them does in daily life. It really helps flesh out each character's motives and back story (though messed up it can be sometimes). Although it is not available at this time, there will also be
multiplayer content in the future, which is expected in October 2013. The timing works well as you have weeks to delve into solo player stuff before exploring the online world – something we haven't yet seen so can't comment at this stage. GTA V's mission is imaginative, bombastic, and most of all, fun. One minute you will be rappelling out of a helicopter to
extract a witness, the next you will sink a and then use a submarine to search the wreck. The GTA series has produced incredible and memorable missions of the past, but GTA V is absolutely chock full of them. It's the best of the bunch so far. The new heists are particularly successful, as they are missions in several parts where you plan and perform a
robbery. As the leader of the coup, you must acquire the equipment, hire the team, and then pull off the job in a series of multi-mission events. The best people cost the most money, but the amateurs get better when you perform more heists. It puts you in control of your craft and serves as a great new addition to the series – definitely the source of plenty of
the game's highlights. It's a given that Rockstar North creates fantastically detailed worlds, but also judged against previous examples, GTA V is on a completely different level. San Andreas is both massive and detailed, packed to the brim with things to see and do. Fly over the main city of Los Santos for the first time, and suddenly the need for the next
generation of consoles becomes somewhat irrelevant. It's pushing the current-gen to the max, there's no doubt, and some frame rate drop is obvious at times, but it's no biggie to the thrill ride to play the game as a whole. Grand Theft Auto V's main story is expansive enough as it is, but the world provides almost endless opportunities for other things to
entertain you with. Side quests include racing and shooting, sports like running and cycling, or shooting ranges that improve your accuracy. You can also set up a real estate portfolio, become a vigilante against criminals you see on the street, or play the stock market, all of which will help you earn extra money. You can also do things just for fun – take a
cable car, go on a roller coaster, or take Michael to the therapist. All of this is optional, and we suspect it will take you months to see everything and complete each challenge. We haven't had months of playing time, we haven't even had weeks - but we're looking forward to digging into depth. For all GTA V's success, it's a game that still seems set to
shocking. Are we surprised? Not really, but it is a topic that needs to be covered and, no doubt, we will read about the length from all sorts of comments in the coming weeks. It's a discussion that has to happen, for sure, but despite the nastiness that exists in parts, there's still too much fun to otherwise have. Trevor's behavior is one of the biggest culprits.
Although he is often an entertaining character, there are times when he goes into sadistic tendencies. There is a torture mission in particular, for example, where you have no choice but to inflict severe pain on someone to extract information. It feels like it's here to grab headlines and not much else – we're not big fans of pulling teeth, and we don't mean that
in exactly the same way as a dentist either. The treatment of women in the game also has the potential to offend. Much of it could be taken away as social commentary, but it moments that feel infantile at times. Many GTA fans will be aware of what to expect, but if you don't – or if you're a parent reading with the intention of passing this game over to your son
or daughter – then don't think for a moment that it's not 18+ adult material. Dom GTA V is the best Grand Theft Auto game to date. There, we said it. And we're sure of that, too. It's a technological marvel, pushing the boundaries of what's possible on the current generation of consoles. Upload it and you won't really believe what Rockstar North has been able
to do – it's really squeezed every last ounce of graphic juice out of the jar. The three character setup is a triumph too, all thanks to excellent writing and acting, and the main missions are brilliantly executed, delivering moments that will stay with you for years to come. If you want a wild ride of a game then Grand Theft Auto V is definitely it. It will charm, it will
amuse, it may even squeathe on the offensive – but it will keep you coming back for more and more. And it's so big that you'll be digging away at it for a long time to come. Best PS5 Games 2020: Fantastic PlayStation 5 titles to pick up Writing by Mike Lowe. Screenshot: David Murphy (Rockstar Games)I've always been one of those weekly free games you
can get from the Epic Game Store, and have collected a whole collection of titles I'm sure I'll come to one day. Today, Epic dropped what is arguably its best free offer yet: Grand Theft Auto V, that adorable, mayhem-filled romp through the Los Angeles-lookalike city of Los Santos.You'll have until May 21 to buy the game's Premium Edition, which gets you
offline single-player version of the game, its popular online component and Enterprise Starter Pack-useful if you're actually going to give the version a chance. (I personally find the single-player version of the game much more compelling.) Well, I somehow did it in the Turkish version of epic game store, which is only slightly better than the 500 errors I've
received in the last hour. Screenshot: David MurphyYou may need to set aside some time to secure your download; Epic's servers will be destroyed from now on. of this writing. We can't even load the Epic Game Store desktop app, let alone the Epic Games website:To say that a free copy of Grand Theft Auto V is a popular offer would be a bit of an
understatement, I would argue. At least this server meltdown gives you plenty of time to freshen up some basic GTA strategy while you wait. The single player game should be pretty easy to master, but the multiplayer component can feel incredibly jarring at first. While you're standing around trying to figure out things like making money and buying seats or
fancy cars, you're likely to get run over and/or be shot at by someone much more geared up than you. Such is the path of gta. Don't forget; for a free copy of GTA V, you must also make sure that your Epic Games account is set up for two-factor authentication. Games has made this a requirement for free games for the latest recent weeks or so, and this
promotion of sorts also ends on May 21. I encourage anyone who uses the Epic Games store after that to keep two-factor authentication enabled, as it's the best way to keep hackers and other jackasses away from your account. Don't let them play all the free games you worked so hard to earn. Screenshot: David Murphy Murphy
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